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Innovation Prize Competitions:  Lessons Learned from the New Arizona Prize 
Steve Seleznow, Arizona Community Foundation 
The Arizona Community Foundation, in partnership with Republic Media and Morrison Institute for Public Policy, 
has launched The New Arizona Prize—a philanthropic prize competition aimed at creating the Arizona of 
tomorrow: a state where innovation thrives, where ingenuity is supported and where the best thinking is 
harnessed to create long-term, positive solutions to persistent needs. 
 
While ACF continues to award traditional grants, we have committed to hosting philanthropic prize competitions 
designed to attract new thinking and innovation. Through these open, fair and transparent competitions, we can 
deploy a portion of our philanthropic resources to generate innovative solutions to our state’s challenges. 
During the past year, we convened experts representing political, policy, business, nonprofit, entrepreneurial, and 
academic interests to help shape the first challenge, asking them to help identify an issue of significant 
importance that would trigger widespread engagement from residents and others--including some who might not 
typically participate. Together, we agreed that a clear and alarming threat to Arizona’s water supply justifies 
broad attention and investment. 
 
Together, we developed a roadmap offering meaningful opportunities to raise the public’s consciousness, 
motivate people to become more educated and compelled by the future threat, and ultimately drive the 
development of new solutions to our water needs. The threat to our water supply looms 15 to 25 years from now, 
but now is the time to begin planning in earnest, so that Arizona avoids a water emergency like those being 
experienced in Las Vegas and parts of California. 
 
The presentation will focus on the dynamics of leading such an effort, including planning, management, resource 
requirements and hidden costs, partnerships and outcomes associated with launching a large-scale philanthropic 
prize program that has a global reach to solve a local problem. 
 
Immigrant Communities: Key to Creating a Robust Economic Future 
Sandra Vargas, The Minneapolis Foundation 
At the intersection of two critical challenges - immigration reform and our aging workforce – Community 
Foundations are uniquely positioned to take the lead. And we must lead boldly.  Here’s what we know.  

 The U.S. Census Bureau reports that roughly 80 percent of immigrants in 2010 were of “working age”–
between 18 to 64 years old–compared to only 60 percent of the native-born population. This discrepancy 
will only increase as Baby Boomers retire at a rate of 10,000 per day. 

 Despite accounting for only about 13 percent of the population, immigrants now start more than a 
quarter of new businesses in this country. 

 Had undocumented immigrants been granted citizenship in 2013, for example, they would be 
contributing $184 billion in taxes over the next ten years. 

 

These are just a few national statistics to remind us that immigrants are consumers, workers, entrepreneurs and 
tax payers. And immigrants – those with and without documentation - will help all our communities meet the 
challenges of the aging workforce.  While we celebrate declining unemployment rates (last November Minnesota 
reported unemployment at 3.7percent), state demographers nationwide project that labor force growth will soon 
grind nearly to a halt as boomers continue to retire.  Immigrants are a solution, not the problem. And it is up to 
community foundations to raise public awareness and leverage our resources to help our communities respond to 
the opportunity called immigration reform. 

(continued) 



As Community Foundations, we often direct resources to address immediate needs arising from long term 
systemic causes.  As we consider the looming urgency of our aging workforce, and we consider our immigrant 
residents, we must now be more proactive.  And we must risk controversy.  I will spotlight strategies undertaken 
by The Minneapolis Foundation to provide critical leadership in this arena.  

Possible subjects to spotlight: 

1) Partner with business community to produce research depicting the assets about immigrants 
2) Convene service organizations, legal organizations, government offices and funders to coordinate a 

community response to President Obama’s Pending Executive Action. 
3) Collective grant-making with other funders to ensure grants in both policy work and services 
4) Public awareness campaign about immigrant neighbors (Minnesota not nice) 
5) Coordinate a communications and public awareness campaign to alert immigrant consumers about fraud 

 
See attached report:  The Economic Contributions of Immigrants in Minnesota 


