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Application process 

1-page letter 
of intent 

[Open to all] 

Full 
application, 
plus a two 

minute video 

[Semi-finalists] 

In-person 
interviews 

[Finalists] 

Announcement 
Event 

[Open to all] 

December 23, 2011 February 28, 2012 March 27-28, 2012  April 11, 2012 
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438 
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Finalists 
• Kipp Bradford 
 Kipp proposed growing the number of makers (i.e. do-ers and creators) in Rhode Island. He planned to 

expand current Maker programs, connect the state’s 1,000 maker individuals and companies through an 
online community, and establish a Maker Academy for makers of any skill level.  

• Al Dahlberg 
 Al suggested building nine publicly accessible charging stations for plug-in electric vehicles to help propel 

Rhode Island to the forefront of plug-in electric vehicle adoption on the east coast and establish the state 
as a leader in green transportation. 

• Julian Dash 
 Julian proposed The Clean Energy and Economic Development Fund to accelerate clean energy finance 

and development in traditionally underserved markets across all of Rhode Island, including low/moderate 
income families and small businesses. 

• Mary Flynn 
 Mary suggested expanding a pilot cooking program in collaboration with the Rhode Island Community 

Food Bank that provides low-income Rhode Islanders with the knowledge and skills needed to prepare 
healthy, low-cost meals. She also planned to bring a grocery store to a location in Providence that does not 
have access to healthy food. 

• Angela Jackson 
 Angela's “Global Language Project” would provide foreign language education training programs in 

Mandarin Chinese, Arabic, and Spanish to students and teachers in Rhode Island, allowing all students to 
develop proficiency and be competitive in a globalized world and workforce. 
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RI Innovation Fellows 

Allan Tear Soren Ryherd 

“The Retail Project” “Bring Together Economic 
Clusters” 
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Fellow Soren Ryherd 
• Soren’s winning proposal, The Retail Project, aims to establish sustainable brick and 

mortar retail stores in Rhode Island by first creating them as profitable online 
businesses. 

• The project has the potential to create jobs in retail, distribution, delivery, marketing, 
and more. Soren projects 39 online stores, two storefronts, and 33 jobs in the next 
three years, and hundreds of stores over the next 10 to 15 years. 

 

Fellow Allan Tear 
• For his Fellowship, Allan will use new and existing national and local partnerships to 

“ignite an explosion of new ventures in Rhode Island's unique but under-leveraged 
economic clusters.“ 

• Allan will take lessons learned from the emergence of Rhode Island's high tech 
entrepreneurial community and adapt that knowledge to catalyze similar growth in 
areas such as art and design, food and beverage, advanced manufacturing, and social 
impact ventures. 

• He has set an ambitious goal to reach a 20 percent increase in the number of high-
growth startups in these sectors over three years. 
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April 11, 2012 11 

Announcement Event 
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Innovation Expo 

13 June 21, 2012 



What did we learn? 

• High-end donor stewardship 

• The process worked 

• Ask, and you shall receive 

• Took on a life of its own… 

• Connect the dots 

• Reconsider our comfort level with risk 

• There is a place for different kinds of grants 

• Crossover between ideas 

• Opened up the RIF 

• New platform for additional new initiatives 
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RIIF 2013 
 
 
• 183 applications received 

• 2 new selection committee members 

• Progress reports from 2012 fellows and 
finalists 
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