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The country continues to struggle politically and ideologically over how to reform the nation’s 
immigration system. The latest battle is being waged around the president’s executive actions on 
immigration and the standoff over funding the Department of Homeland Security. Despite all of this 
“swirling” there is broad agreement across both parties that the system is broken as well as 
agreement around the core areas needing reform: securing the borders, improving the legal 
immigration system, and addressing the status of the undocumented. The Bipartisan Policy Center 
(BPC) is uniquely positioned to make the most of these opportunities to push the immigration 
debate back into a more productive dialogue. Our goal is to “keep the table set” for reform, to be 
able to take advantage of opportunities that may arise this session as well as building the 
foundation for action in 2017 when a new president and Congress come to town. 
 
In Congress, Republicans continue to struggle with their response to the president’s executive 
actions while Democrats defend them. Meanwhile a legal challenge to the actions by several states 
wends its way through the courts.  With all of the uncertainty, the importance of getting to a long-
lasting legislative solution only grows. Despite the legal and political skirmishes around the 
President’s order, Congress does continue some work on immigration.  Thus far in 2015, several 
committee hearings on immigration have been held and over 50 bills relating to immigration have 
been introduced by members on both sides of the aisle. Whether this activity, some of which is 
bipartisan, can lay the foundation to move a comprehensive set of bills remains to be seen, but 
Congress is far from “doing nothing” on immigration.  
 
Meanwhile, the presidential campaign is fully underway. Many potential contenders including Jeb 
Bush, Rick Perry, Marco Rubio, and Hillary Clinton are staking out public positions on immigration 
reform., Some emphasize border security, others the need for a viable legal immigration system. 
Interestingly almost all support some form of legalization for the undocumented already here. 
Keeping the tenor of the immigration debate on positive footing as primary voters begin to pay 
attention will be essential to making progress on this issue.  
 
BPC’s Immigration Task Force members, led by former Governors Haley Barbour and Ed Rendell 
and former Secretaries Henry Cisneros and Condoleezza Rice, individually and collectively have 
strong ties and influence with their respective parties, on Capitol Hill, and with several of the major 
presidential candidates of both parties.  The task force is committed to the cause of immigration 
reform and dedicated to actively working toward that end both publicly and privately, and are 
in an excellent position to advance the issues. 
 

 Our Republican and conservative members have strong connections with leadership in the 
House and Senate, with conservative rank-and-file members and within the business 
community. Some of our members are actively involved in presidential campaigns or will 
likely be so in the near future. 

 Our Democratic and liberal members have strong connections to Democratic leadership in 
the House and the Senate, with the White House, and influence within the immigrant 
advocacy communities.  

 BPC is well respected by the coalitions and advocates from the right and the left and is in a 
unique position to pull together all sides to build consensus around strategy and policy for 
immigration reform. 
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BPC’s Immigration Task Force is positioned to help build bipartisan support for legislative action 
now or with a future congress and president, working to ensure that our immigration system 
supports our economy and moves our country forward.  The task force is focused on a three-part 
strategy. 
 

1. Continue to make a strong case for legislative comprehensive immigration reform 
Task force members, both publicly and privately will continue to press the need for 
Congress to take up and pass legislation.  The president’s actions notwithstanding, only 
legislation will provide a long-term fix to our immigration system. 

o Task force members will continue to meet with congressional leadership and the 
rank and file, participate in new member events. BPC staff will also meet with 
members and staff to help educate policymakers on key issues such as how best to 
measure and assess the security of our borders.    
 

2. Produce quality, objective work on the key reform issues to keep the issue grounded 
in facts and to continue to educate the public, policymakers and their staff. 

o BPC will produce original research, focusing on two major areas:   
 Economic research: new economic studies looking at the different 

economic impacts of individual immigration bills, research looking at the 
issues of job and wage impacts of immigration and the importance of jobs in 
the “Essential Economy” to our overall growth and economic health.  

 Immigration policy research: objectively analyze the “knots” of 
immigration, such as a new report evaluating and recommending options for 
measuring the state of border security, and looking at the resources 
necessary for successful implementation of immigration reform. 

o BPC will also publish issue briefs and blogs on current issues, such as DHS reporting 
on deportation numbers, the state of DHS budget appropriations, and the state of 
the immigration court system. 
 

3. Engage the presidential candidates on immigration.  
o Immigration Task Force members will develop a set of immigration policy 

recommendations or principles for presidential candidates of both parties. 
o BPC will hold public events discussing both the politics and the policy of 

immigration, with key surrogates of the presidential candidates and other political 
and policy experts. 

 
Whether it is combatting negative information, educating new members of Congress, or providing a 
positive vision for immigration to the presidential candidates, we believe these efforts are key to 
laying the foundation for legislative immigration reform between now and 2017.  


