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The Immigration Task Force Co-Chairs

There is widespread agreement that
our current immigration system is
broken. The time is ripe to address
this pressing issue and craft a
sound, forward-looking system that
serves the nation'’s interests through

bipartisan, common sense reforms.

Addressing our flawed immigration system is integral to our
national security and can spur economic growth, reduce
federal deficits, benefit our housing sector and stabilize
immigrant communities around the country.

The Bipartisan Policy Center (BPC) Immigration Task Force

is co-chaired by former Governors Haley Barbour and Ed
Rendell, former Housing and Urban Development Secretary
Henry Cisneros, and former Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice. The co-chairs and task force members bring a wealth of
practical and political experience as well as a commitment to
finding solutions to the nation’s immigration challenges.

BPC’s Immigration Task Force continues to find opportunities
to engage and shape the immigration debate through
targeted public events, private meetings and objective
analysis on key topics. While the task force has no stated
view on the merits of a single approach or sequence of
legislative actions, members believe that it is important to
have a deliberate, thoughtful and transparent approach to
reform that addresses each interdependent component

of America’s immigration challenges: border and interior
enforcement, legal immigration and the status of the
unauthorized immigrant population. Through such a process,
bipartisan consensus can be reached to fix a system that is
fundamentally broken.

The task force agrees that bipartisan legislative reform is the
only way to permanently address our nation’s immigration
challenges. As the immigration debate continues to evolve,
the Immigration Task Force remains focused on keeping
immigration reform on the legislative agenda in 2015 and
beyond.

The task force staff regularly produces relevant and objective
analysis on key policy issues shaping the debate to educate
policymakers, media and the public.
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Event

Washington, DC
Children and the Crisis at the Border

On July 30, 2014, the Bipartisan Policy
Center (BPC) hosted an event with two
panels of experts focusing on the child
migration crisis at the southern border. BPC
Immigration Task Force member and former
Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
Secretary Michael Chertoff participated on
the first panel of the event. Both panels
touched on a wide range of themes including
the domestic and foreign response to

the UAC crisis and intergovernmental
cooperation.

Blog Post

New immigration enforcement data: for the first time in
history, most border crossers are not Mexican

On Wednesday, October 1, the Office of Immigration Statistics
(OIS) released its annual report on immigration enforcement
actions, which is part of the larger Yearbook of Immigration
Statistics. Preliminary data show that FY 2014 is the first year in
history that Mexicans did not make up the majority of migrants
apprehended at the U.S.-Mexico border.

Figure 4. Nationality breakdown for all apprehensions,

FY 2008 - FY 2013.
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Publications

Figure 3. Immigrant contributions to household and homeowner growth,

1970-2020.
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Figure 1. UAC apprehensions, FY 2009-FY 2014
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6 Key Questions on Ebola Screening and Immigration Child Deportations: How Many Minors Does the U.S.

New immigration enforcement data: for the first time in Actually Send Home?

history, most border crossers are not Mexican Unaccompanied Alien Children: A Primer

Whom Does the Public Trust on Immigration? No one.



In the News
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Washington, D.C.

THE The analysis,

HUFFINGTON published Thursday
POST by the Bipartisan
Policy Center, found
that fewer than half
of those caught crossing the southwest border in the 2014
fiscal year were Mexican.”

Washington, DC

One thing is for sure:

Doing anything at all
National]ournal on immigration will
make some people
incredibly angry.
Accepting that fact will be the first required step before any
legislating happens. “This is a situation the country has
to deal with. At some point, they have to just do it,” says
Theresa Cardinal Brown, director of immigration policy at
the Bipartisan Policy Center.”

Tuesday, September 2, 2014

Washington, D.C. — The Bipartisan Policy Center’s
Immigration Task Force is co-chaired by former Governors
Haley Barbour and Ed Rendell and former Secretaries
Henry Cisneros and Condoleezza Rice, and released the
following statement today:

“Our task force includes members of both political parties
who strongly believe that our current immigration system is
broken. While we may have differing views on any potential
executive action by President Obama on immigration, we
agree that real and lasting immigration reform must come
from congressional legislation, passed by both the House
and the Senate and signed by the president.

“Our task force remains committed to Congress’ taking up
and passing immigration legislation that secures the border,
controls the flow of unauthorized immigration, reforms

our legal immigration system to provide legal avenues for
workers, maintains a tradition of family-based immigration
and affords a means for those currently undocumented
immigrants to get right with the law and earn a legal status.

“These types of permanent reforms can only be made
through legislation, so Congress and the president will

need to work together to achieve them. Until then, our
country will continue to suffer from the effects of our broken
system—disruption to our communities and failure to reap
the economic benefits that a working immigration system
can bring.”
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Bipartisan Policy Center

The Bipartisan Policy Center (BPC) works with Republicans
and Democrats to develop lasting solutions to the key
problems facing the nation.

What sets us apart from other think tanks is that we bring
together all sides — regardless of party affiliation or position
— when tackling a problem. We combine politically balanced
policymaking with strong, proactive advocacy and outreach.
Our solutions come from a process of rigorous analysis,
reasoned negotiation, and respectful dialogue.

Founded in 2007 by former Senate Majority Leaders
Howard Baker, Tom Daschle, Bob Dole, and George
Mitchell, BPC recruits talented leaders — including former
elected officials, business leaders, academics, and
advocates from all sides of the political spectrum — to work
together to create real policy solutions.

As one of the only Washington, DC-based think tanks that
actively promotes bipartisanship, BPC tackles America’s
most critical issues. Currently, that means a focus on health,
energy, national and homeland security, the economy,
housing, immigration, and governance.

BPC’s projects, task forces, and experts work tirelessly to
find consensus-driven policy solutions. But the effort doesn’t
stop there. BPC is committed to seeing its policy solutions
enacted into law. Through the Bipartisan Policy Center
Advocacy Network (BPCAN), our (c)(4) affiliate, we engage
in advocacy and strategic outreach to bolster the legislative
center and unite Republicans and Democrats on polarizing
issues.

While a healthy, civil debate among those with differing
viewpoints is an essential component of democracy, the
current partisan gridlock in government is impeding progress.

That is why BPC takes action to overcome political divides —
so that government works.

Immigration task force members at BPC’s The Evolving Immigration Debate: Securing our Borders and Enforcing our Laws event in Houston, Texas



Haley Barbour
Former Governor
of Mississippi

Howard Berman
Former U.S. Representative

Ed Brady
President, Brady Homes

Al Cardenas

Senior Partner,

Squire Patton Boggs;
Former Chairman, American
Conservative Union

Ed Rendell
Former Governor
of Pennsylvania

John Chen
Executive Chair & CEO,
Blackberry

Michael Chertoff

Former U.S. Secretary

of Homeland Security;
Chairman and Co-Founder,
The Chertoff Group

Henry Cisneros
Former U.S. Secretary
of Housing and Urban
Development

Eliseo Medina

Chair, SEIU Immigration
and Latino Civic
Engagement Initiative

John Rowe
Chairman Emeritus, Exelon
Corporation

Condoleezza Rice
Former U.S. Secretary
of State

John Shadegg
Former U.S. Representative

Hilda Solis
Former U.S. Secretary
of Labor
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